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FEATURE

Grand challenges in chronic
non-communicable diseases

The top 20 policy and research priorities for conditions such asdiabetes, stroke and heart disease.

Abdallah 5. Daar, Peter A. Singer’, Deepa
Leah Persad', Stig K. Pramming?’, David
R. Matthews®, Robert Beaglehole®, Alan
Bernstein®, Leszek K. Borysiewicz®,
Stephen Colagiuri’, Nirmal Ganguly®,
Roger I. Glass®, Diane T. Finegood'’, Jeffrey
Koplan™, Elizabeth G. Nabel”, George
Sarna®, Nizal Sarrafzadegan®, Richard
Smith*, Derek Yach'™ and John Bell"
Chronic non-communicable diseases
(CNCDs) are reaching epidemic proportions
worldwide' ™, These diseases — which include
cardiovascular conditions (mainly heart dis-
ease and stroke), some cancers, chronic respi-
ratory conditions and type 2 diabetes — affect
people of all ages, nationalities and classes.
The conditions cause the greatest glo-
bal share of death and disability, account-
ing for around 60% of all deaths worldwide.
Some 80% of chronic-disease deaths occur in

low- and middle-income countries. They
account for 44% of premature deaths world-
wide. The number of deaths from these diseases

Poor dietand smoking are two factors that contribute to
the millions of preventable deaths that occur each year.
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